
Sunday, August 9th 2020.  Year A Proper 14, 10th Sunday After Pentecost. 

Collect of the Day:  Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always 

those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be 

enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Scripture(Track 2):  1 Kings 19:9-18, Psalm 85:8-13, Romans 10:5-15, Matthew 

14:22-33   

Sermon 

Well one thing seems abundantly clear in the gospel and it’s reinforced this 

morning.  Everyone needs to watch out when Jesus gets around a boat.  Whether 

it’s nets overfilled to the breaking point proceeding the call of the disciples, or 

showing control over the very weather, or this scene with Peter today; put Jesus 

and a boat together and something pretty amazing and life-changing is about to 

happen. 

This morning after Jesus spends time in prayer and the disciples are already on 

the sea, we find Jesus walking on the water to the disciples.  Not only that, but 

from the setup of what all was going on it was clear that it was a stormy and rocky 

night.  Plenty there to have trepidation and concern over.  And for the disciples 

let’s not forget, they’re seeing Jesus walk on the water to them, if ever there was 

a time to understand why the guys here would be freaking out, this is the time.  

And in the midst of all the chaos, concern and confusion we see not just Jesus but 

also Peter, and look at what Peter says, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come 

to you on the water.”  Wow.  “…command me to come to you on the water.”  And 

when I hear that, you know what I wonder?  Who was Peter trying to convince of 

his faith? 

My first thought is Peter was trying to show the other disciples just how faithful 

he was, trying to show off for the fellas, look at how close to Jesus I am.  You’re all 

huddled, quivering , scared in the middle of the boat, and I’m about to go for a 

stroll on the lake with Jesus.  Peter with the ultimate “big timing” of the guys.  

And if that was the point, well it didn’t work out all that well.  Peter takes a few 

cautious steps and then as things really get going he goes down, crying out for 

help and being chastised by Jesus for his lack of faith.  If Peter was showing off for 



those around him, well mission not accomplished.  And Peter’s not alone when it 

comes to showy displays of faith for the benefit of others.  Jesus will go on in the 

gospels to note those who pray loudly in public spaces so that others will notice 

them, they’ve received their reward already, notoriety their goal not connection 

with God.  Throughout our world today there are still plenty of folks who need 

others to see their religious actions so that they’ll get the credit and praise that 

they crave over humbly worshipping and doing God’s will in the world.  And just 

like Peter, when those folks are tossed about in the midst of adversity and 

animosity that “faith” they were so quick to show off, is easily shaken and shown 

to be wanting.  Just like with Peter this morning, if our actions use God so that we 

can receive credit and praise from others…well we’ve already received our 

reward, and it’s not in heaven. 

But then what if Peter was doing something else this morning, what if he was 

trying to convince himself?  What if this was Peter putting out some outrageous 

task in front of himself as a way to “prove” his faith to himself?  It doesn’t sound 

that crazy does it?  Haven’t we all done things like that in our past?  Priest 

confession time.  Several years ago when I was first diagnosed with Type 2 

Diabetes I had begun exercising more diligently and even started jogging a little 

bit.  Then I got caught up in watching the Ironman race one day on TV and 

decided, I’m going to run a marathon.  Now bear in mind I hadn’t even ran a 5K at 

that time, barely over 3 miles, much less the 26.2 that a marathon would entail.  

But still, in my mind I was going to do it.  I had to prove something to myself, kind 

of like Peter may have been doing this morning.  And I did it too, didn’t even end 

up drowning in a lake like Peter, no I just ended up running a marathon almost 

surely with a stress fracture on the top of one of my feet…because I had to prove 

it to myself.  And I say almost surely had a stress fracture because I didn’t actually 

confirm it with a doctor, turns out I can be a pretty hard-headed guy at times.  I 

bet everyone here with a husband or a father can relate.  But the real point is this.  

We need to be careful of these outrageous and outlandish things that we call 

ourselves to.  Note that, the ones we call ourselves to, like Peter did this morning.  

“command me to come you in the water.”  Much different than what Jesus calls 

us to do.  Christ will call us to plenty of astounding things, but nothing that Jesus 

won’t see us thru; on the other hand we can call ourselves to some things that 



will leave us flailing around in the water or with a broken foot.  We should check 

that our personal ambition doesn’t come before our mission from God.   

But you know what, I think besides or maybe in addition to showing off for the 

other disciples and trying to prove something to himself, Peter may have been 

trying to show Jesus just how faithful, how believing he was.  “Lord, if it is you, 

command me to come to you on the water.”  In other words, Jesus there is 

nothing that you could call me to that I won’t do.  There is nothing that I don’t 

believe you will see me thru.  There is nothing impossible when following your 

will.  Even walking on the sea in the middle of a storm.  Well now we’re getting 

somewhere, now all of the sudden, when Peter isn’t trying to convince others or 

even himself, when Peter is trying to follow wherever it is Jesus would have him 

go, suddenly Peter is walking on the water himself.  The same for us as well.  Look 

at this little church, and what has been done here by the faithful and good folks of 

the Church of the Holy Cross when we’ve followed Jesus.  A new sign project, 

replaced air conditioning system, new chairs, amazing music, partnerships with 

Neighbors in Need, Barnes school, and Oklahoma Veterans project.  When we go 

where Jesus calls us, whew, the love that Christ provides for the world.   Now we 

should also note here, Peter isn’t Jesus (and for that matter neither are we), Peter 

notices the storm, gets caught up in the wind and chaos and loses sight of where 

he’s going, and we saw him slip beneath the waves.  This pandemic that we’re in 

the midst of right now, well that’s pretty stormy too.  It would be easy for us to be 

caught up in the chaos and consternation and lose sight of Jesus, but let’s learn 

from Peter and hopefully stay on the topside of these waves.  You see when we 

live our lives and act in the world for Jesus’ sake, following Christ’s call, well the 

possibilities are amazing, we might even walk on water. 

So this morning let us learn from Peter.  Let us not use our faith to show off for 

others, or to puff up ourselves.  Let us follow Jesus’ call, not our own, in our lives.  

And when we do let us remain focused on Jesus throughout the inevitable trials 

and tribulations that are to come.  And finally let us remember this.  When Peter 

lost focus and was succumbing to the waves, he called out to Christ and Jesus was 

there immediately.  Even when we lose our way, when we lose our focus, Jesus is 

ever there for us, ready to pull us up out of the chaos and to continue on our 

Christ led journey together. 


